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SCAA Honors Grounds for Health with the  

2011 Sustainability Award 

Organization Works to Provide Women’s Healthcare  

Services in Coffee Growing Communities 

LONG BEACH, Calif. U.S.A. (May 9, 2011) --- The Specialty Coffee Association of America 

(SCAA), the world’s coffee authority and largest coffee trade association, presents its 2011 

Sustainability Award to Grounds for Health (GFH), an organization that works with coffee-

growing communities to establish sustainable cervical cancer prevention programs. The annual 

award honors individuals, businesses and organizations in the specialty coffee industry that 

have created innovative projects to expand and promote sustainability.  

Grounds for Health is a nonprofit organization based in Waterbury, Vermont. Founded in 

1996, Grounds for Health’s mission is to provide women’s healthcare services in coffee growing 

communities. The connection to coffee is through the founder of the organization, a Vermont 

businessman in the coffee industry who learned that cervical cancer was the leading cause of 

death in women in the communities where he bought coffee. He also learned that the reason for 

this high rate was limited access to healthcare, especially preventive care and screenings.  

Despite being one of the easiest forms of cancer to prevent, screen, and treat, cervical 

cancer is the #1 cancer killer of women in coffee-growing countries. Women are dying in their 

prime from a cancer that is preventable. The GFH model is effective, affordable and 

sustainable. The process starts with an invitation from a co-op, and culminates when GFH 

leaves a strong and sustainable cervical cancer program in the hands of the community. 

Women provide the majority of the labor in coffee production, and are the heart of families and 



 

 

 

communities. Women are also the most vulnerable, and are dying in their prime from 

preventable diseases. By focusing on women’s health care, GFH's programs result in 

prevention and saved lives that then perpetuate the success of coffee farmers and the coffee 

industry.  

 By partnering with coffee companies, medical professionals and local coffee co-operatives, 

GFH works to create locally managed, sustainable and effective cervical cancer prevention and 

treatment programs in coffee producing regions. Currently there are programs in three 

countries, Mexico, Nicaragua and Tanzania. To date, GFH has provided direct services to over 

19,000 women, trained over 270 doctors and nurses to carry on the work, utilized over 150 un-

paid volunteers to make our work possible and equipped 15 rural clinics to provide early 

treatment. 

These programs emphasize sustainability, creating systems that continue cervical cancer 

screening and treatment after staff leaves. Sustainability is accomplished by focusing on: 

community ownership, appropriate technology, replicability, affordability, transferring knowledge 

and training. Their unique model provides materials, people and skills necessary for 

communities at origin to continue saving the invaluable lives of women. 

In 2003, the Sustainability Council of the Specialty Coffee Association of America created 

the Sustainability Award to promote, encourage and honor the efforts of programs and 

companies like Ground for Health, that serve as role models in the fields of sustainability. As 

part of its mission, SCAA is actively involved in issues relating to sustainability and looks to its 

members to take leadership roles in sustainable practices.  

 

 

About SCAA 

The Specialty Coffee Association of America (SCAA) is the world’s coffee authority and largest coffee 
trade association with nearly 3,000 member companies.  SCAA members are located in more than 40 
countries and represent every segment of the specialty coffee industry, including producers, roasters, 
importers/exporters, retailers, manufacturers, baristas and coffee enthusiasts.  SCAA is dedicated to 
creating a vibrant specialty coffee community, recognizing, developing and promoting specialty coffee 
by setting and maintaining quality standards for the industry; conducting research on coffee, 
equipment and perfection of craft; and providing education, training, resources and business services 
for its members.  Visit www.scaa.org.  

http://www.scaa.org/

